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Hybrid Roses, Gooseberries and 
Strawberries.
J .  U  BUD D.
HYBRID ROSES.
lu Bulletins No. 22 and 32 a brief history is given of 
our work in crossing the Russian wild rose (rosa rugosa) 
and our Iowa wild rose (Rosa Arkansana) with pollen of 
some of our best garden varieties.
The purpose at present is to give some brief notes on 
the thrift and relative hardiness of varieties, character 
of flowers and habits of flowering. Cut No. 1, appended, 
gives a view of the hybrid plantation on June 15, 1897.
The vigorous and thrifty plants of the plantation are 
all supposed to be hybrids, as the work of crossing was 
done with great care and every bush is varied in habit, 
leaf or flower from the mother type. Over ninety per 
cent of the plants bear single flowers, with only live 
petals, but they are singularly varied in size and color of 
flower, size and color of the hips, and size, shape, and net 
veining of leaf.
About twenty of the varieties show double flowers, 
ranging in number of petals from fifteen up to 150. Some 
of the most promising show from forty to sixty-six petals. 
Like the single varieties, they are extremely variable in 
leaf and habit. All visitors speak of the vigor of growth 
and thrift of hybrids as a whole, and their exemption 
from the attacks of insects and fungi. The past season 
the rose slug in this vicinity has done much mischief, but 
the Rugosa and its hybrids have escaped its work.
After careful examination of our hybrids and the 
Rugosa hybrids we have introduced from other sources, 
the visitors also remark that there must be a near affinity 
between the Russian Rosa Rugosa and general Jacqui- 
minot, as the number of fine hybrids from this cross ex­
ceeds all the others combined, and in thrift, perfection of 
leaf, and rich coloring and fragrance of flowers, they ex­
cel all others. Up to the present it is really a singular 
fact that in Germany, France, Russia and this country 
the best hybrids of the Rugosa have come from General 
Jacquiminot pollen.
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Tlie brief notes now given will include the most prom­
ising hybrids produced on the college grounds at Ames, 
followed with notes on the best Rugosa hybrids we have 
tested produced in Germany and the Eastern States.
r u g o s a  a n d  g e n . j a c q u i m i n o t  h y b r i d s .
(No. 1)—In Bulletin No. 32 this was named the I. A. C. 
Cuts No. 2, 3 and 4 give in succession the I. A. C., and its 
two parents.
870
I. A. C. Rose.
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The I. A. C. was one of the first of our hybrids to 
bloom freely, and we now decide it worthy of its name. 
It is a peculiarly vigorous grower, a free bloomer, has 
the thick, lustrous foliage of the Rugosa, and its flowers 
in size and number of petals excel General Jacquiminot, 
while its color and fragrance are not inferior. A pe­
culiarity of this variety is that it lias twenty-one more 
petals than its two parents combined.
G e n . J a c q u im n o t .
(No. 2)—-This also was noted in Bulletin No. 32. It 
proves a vigorous grower, with thick, leathery leaves and 
a free bloomer. It has only twenty-six petals, but so ar­
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ranged as to hide the center well. Its color is very near 
that of General Jacquiminot. It blooms well through 
the summer and in fall is often well loaded with buds in 
September.
(No. 6)—In foliage and habit this follows the male par­
ent quite closely, but it endures summer heat and win­
ter’s cold far better than General Jacquiminot. It has 
thirty petals and is dark carmine in color.
572
T ii i j  R u s s ia n  R o sa  R e g o s a .
(JSt o. 8 )—Bush remarkably vigorous in growth, with 
firm lustrous leaves of the Rugosa type. It has forty 
large petals, with dark crimson shade much like General 
Jacquiminot.
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•(No. 9)—Another very vigorous grower with Rugosa 
leaves. It has thirty-five petals, light carmine in color; a 
free bloomer through the season.
(No. 18)—Much like No. 9 in bush and leaf. It has 
thirty petals, dark crimson in color; peculiarly fragrant.
(No. 19)—Another vigorous variety, with Rugosa 
leaves. It has twenty-five dark carmine petals, and is 
very showy, as its large flowers are in clusters.
(No. 22)—Still another near duplicate in growth and 
leaf. Its twenty-five large petals are darker in color than 
its male parent.
S73
N o .  2 R o s k .
(No. 23)—A vigorous grower, with thick Rugosa 
leaves. It has about sixty petals, dark carmine in color, 
and peculiar fragrance. This promises to be very val­
uable, as it expands its numerous petals perfectly.
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(No. 24)—A fine grower, with good foliage. Its first 
blooms appear about July 15, and continue until fall. It 
has about forty petals, dark carmine in color, and very 
fragrant.
(No. 25)—This is another noted for good leaf and vigor 
of growth. It shows about forty-five petals, dark carmine 
in color.
In this list we have not included a number of varieties 
that at present do not show as well in all respects as the 
ones noted. As the plants become older, some that have 
proven too double to open perfectly may be included.
R U SSIA N  RUG OS A A N D  I.A M A B Q U E.
The pollen of Lamarque was used on many blossoms 
of the Rugosa, as we hoped to secure from the resulting 
seedling one or more hardy and desirable climbers. Not 
one of its hybrids shows a climbing tendency, and only 
one of them shows double flowers. This only shows fif­
teen petals, pale red in color. But the bush is quite vig­
orous and the foliage fairly good, and it is a free bloomer. 
In connection with this failure it is well to state that 
we used pollen of Duchess de Brabant, American Beauty, 
Triumph de Exposition and Madame Masson, on a large 
number of Rugosa blossoms. From all these crosses we 
have failed to get a single hybrid with double flowers up 
to the present. But some of these hybrids are remark­
ably vigorous in habit, their foliage is fine and their sin­
gle flowers are numerous, very large and peculiarly var­
ied in colors, from white to the darkest shade of carmine 
and crimson.
R U SSIA N  ROSA RUGOSA A ND IIA R R ISO X .
From the pollen of Harrison white on Rugosa blos­
soms only one seedling shows double flowers, and, so far, 
these have never opened perfectly. This season it was 
loaded with flower buds showing thirty or more petals, 
but not one of them expanded perfectly. Some of these 
hybrids with single flowers have much interest.
ROSA AK K A N SA N  A A N D  G E N  JA C Q U IM IN O T .
Most of"our hybrids coming from pollen of Gen. Jac- 
quiininot on the flowers of our native rose, show modifica­
tions in leaf, habit, and flowers; but all, except three, 
have single flowers. One of these is peculiarly double 
and never expands fully, and the other two have only 
fifteen petals, light pink in color.
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IN TR O D U C E D  RUG OSA H Y B R ID S.
MADAM GEORGE BRUANT.
This is now quite common in the eastern nurseries. It 
it a Rugosa hybrid, but its male parent we do not know. 
It seems deficient to summer heat and drouth, and with 
us has not yet been injured by winter. Its leaves are of 
the Rugosa type, and it is a very free bloomer up to the 
autumn frosts. Its flowers are pure white in color, and 
its twenty-five petals hide the center well.
CHARLES FREDERICK WORTH.
This, with the three following, were selected by Prof. 
Hansen, at the “Baumschule” of L. Spath, at Rixdorf, 
near Berlin, Germany, in 1884. They are said to be hy­
brids of the Russian Rugosa, crossed with pollen of Gen. 
Jacquiminot.
Its leaves are thick, leathery and rugose, and in 
growth it is peculiarly vigorous. It is a profuse bloomer 
well through the season. Its flowers are large, dark crim­
son in color, and its thirty-five stamens stand out dis­
tinctly like those of a Dahlia. This seems very promis 
ing, especially for the north half of Iowa and the cold 
north generally.
THUS N ELD A.
A true child of the Rugosa in leaf and habit. It is a 
free bloomer; flowers dark pink in color; number of pet­
als, thirty.
EMPRESS OF THE NORTH.
Leaf rugose, but without the shining gloss of most 
Rugosa hybrids. A free bloomer and vigorous grower. 
It has fifty-two petals, with many half-developed ones 
among the sex organs.; color, purplish crimson; quite 
fragrant.
WINTER QUEEN.
Said to be a Rugosa hybrid, but does not show it in leaf 
or habit. A very free bloomer, with compact flower buds; 
petals, over one hundred, yet it appears to expand per­
fectly; color, pink. A peculiarity of this variety is that 
the sepals show a tendency to change into working 
leaves.
ROSA NAJALIS FL  PL.
This came to us from north Germany. In leaf and 
habit it seems to be a near relative of the Rugosa, and 
equally hardy. It flowers very freely and for a long
8
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period. The sex organs seem all turned into petals, but 
very many are small and imperfect, not adding to the 
beauty as a whole; color light pink, and very fragrant.
S IN G L E  H Y B R ID  R O SES.
Quite a large number of the single-flowered hybrids of 
Rugosa, with General Jacquiminot and other garden var­
ieties, are peculiarly showy and of all colors, from white 
to the darkest crimson. Some of them have flowers five 
inches in diameter, with petals two inches across, while 
others have small flowers in clusters.
In Europe some of these single Rugosa hybrids are be 
coming popular. As an instance, the variety known as 
“Snowlight” retains the Rugosa leaf and is an immense 
and continuous bloomer of snow-white flowers.
T H E  FU TU R E P R A IR IE  R O SES.
Up to the present, our experience and -observation 
favors the belief that the future favorite roses of the 
prairie states will be developed from the ironclad Rosa 
Rugosa of east Europe and our native wild roses. It has 
been fully demonstrated that their hybrids, with our 
finest half-hardy varieties, follow largely the native spe­
cies in hardiness of plant, perfect foliage and complete 
unfolding of their flowers. It is also fully demonstrated 
that fine double varieties can be developed from primi­
tive species in one generation.
HYBRID GOOSEBERRIES.
In the spring of 1894 we crossed the blossoms of the 
wild gooseberry of Manitoba with pollen of the Cham­
pion. The resulting seeds were planted at once after 
the fruit was gathered in a box placed on the greenhouse 
benches. Not a seed germinated during the winter. In 
the spring the box was set outside on the north side of the 
plant house, when the plants soon started. In the spring 
of 1896 the potted plants were set out for fruit­
ing. They are now strong plants, well branched, three 
feet in heighth in bush form. That the young plants bore 
well the past.summer is shown by the inverted shoots 
shown in adjoining cut.
Over fifty of the hybrids have fruited the past season 
more or less freely.
The season has been favorable for mildew, but not a 
trace of it has yet been detected on the hybrid plants.
876
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This is not surprising, as both parents have been free 
from mildew. The leaves of all the hybrids are larger 
and thicker than those of either parent, and the frnit
TWIGS OF HYBRID GOOSEBERRY.
ranges in size on different plants from that of the Hough­
ton to that of the Champion and Pearl. As compared 
with the latter sorts, the plants make fully twice as much 
annual growth of shoots, the leaves are larger and 
thicker, the thorns are stronger, but not as numerous, 
and the fruit has longer stems, favoring more rapid pick­
ing. The selection of best varieties will be deferred for a 
year or two, while watching for possible effects. The 
great surprise of this experiment is the fact that not one 
of the hybrids follows the wild species in leaf, habit of 
growth or fruit. The Champion pollen seems peculiarly 
prepotent. In all other work we have attempted in cross­
ing on primitive forms, a large per cent of the seedlings 
have followed the mother very closely, often with very 
slight variations.
O U R  H Y B R I D  S T R A W B E R R I E S .
In Bulletin No. 32 reference was made to crossing the 
wild strawberry from the plains of Manitoba with pollen 
of our best cultivated varieties. The purpose was the
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possible retaining of the hardiness, perfection of leaf and 
aroma of fruit of the wild type with the size of berry of 
our garden sort.
A plantation tAventy feet wide and thirty rods long 
was started with the hundreds of hybrid plants produced 
and given good care. They have been watched for two 
seasons and we are compelled to conclude the experiment 
a failure. As a rule, the varieties have the size of leaf 
and expression of our garden varieties, and the whole 
plantation is singularly free from fungus troubles. We 
have secured the needed hardiness and perfection of leaf 
but in no case have we secured the needed size for mar­
ket or home use. The coming spring it is designed to 
cross the blossoms of some of the best hybrid sorts with 
pollen of our largest and best varieties. The second gen­
eration may bring us the needed union of perfection of 
plant and size and aromn of fruit.
878
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